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Original cover design by Petro Sydorenko,
colourized by Wasyl Sydorenko.
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The Bachelor Party (1896) by Louis Wain.

Oh, you, rascal cat!

Off to town you go, to buy some dough
To bake the bread, to party and to wed.
Lovely maidens, sweet, beware the cheat,
And you, rascal cat—enough of that!
Stay at home and listen to the gramophone.
Yet the drunken lout to the pub goes out,
While mice make fun of this charlatan.

In 1919, this Ukrainian children's folk song was written down by Klyment Kvitka, the husband of
Lesia Ukrainka, а famous Ukrainian poet. The song comes from the village of Hubske, near Lubny.

I used the four-note motif to start Eugenia Rag. Growing up, I was taught every masterpiece needs
to be based upon a Ukrainian folksong. Therefore, this ragtime and my fugue must be masterpieces
because they are based upon Ukrainian folk motifs. Besides, aunt Eugenia just loved rascally cats.

      Wasyl Sydorenko

Ukrainian folk song




