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William Wilfred Campbell
Indian Summer (1882/1889)

Along the line of smoky hills
The crimson forest stands,
And all the day the blue-jay calls
Throughout the autumn lands.

Now by the brook the maple leans
With all his glory spread,

And all the sumachs on the hills
Have turned their green to red.

Now by great marshes wrapt in mist,
Or past some river’s mouth,

Throughout the long, still autumn day
Wild birds are flying south.

William Wilfred Campbell
How One Winter Came (1890)

For weeks and weeks the autumn world stood still,
Clothed in the shadow of a smoky haze;
The fields were dead, the wind had lost its will,
And all the lands were hushed by wood and hill,
In those grey, withered days.

From day to day still hushed the season’s mood,

The streams stayed in their runnels shrunk and dry;
Suns rose aghast by wave and shore and wood,
And all the world, with om’nous silence, stood

In weird expectancy.

When one strange night the sun like blood went down,
Flooding the heavens in a ruddy hue;

Red grew the lake, the sere fields parched and brown,

Red grew the meres whereto the creeks stole down,
But ne’er a wind-breath blew.

That night | felt the winter in my veins,
A joyous tremor of the icy glow;
And woke to hear the north’s wild vibrant strains,
While far and wide, by withered woods and plains,
Fast fell the driving snow.

Adapted by Wasyl Sydorenko (1995).

William Wilfred Campbell
The Winter Lakes (1889)

Out in a world of death far to the northward lying,
Under the sun and moon, under the dusk and the day;
Under the glimmer of stars and the purple of sunsets dying,
Wan and waste and white, stretch the great lakes away.

Never a bud of spring, never a laugh of summer,
Never a dream of love, never a song of bird;

Only the silence and white, and the shores that grow ever dumber,
Where the ice winds sob, and the griefs of winter are heard.

Moons that glimmer above, waters that lie white under,
Miles and miles of lake far out under the night;

Foaming crests of waves, surfs that shoreward thunder,
Shadowy shapes that flee, haunting the spaces white.

Lands that like spectres loom, whited regions of winter,
Wastes of desolate woods, deserts of water and shore;

A world of winter and death, within these regions those who enter,
Lost to summer and life, they go to return no more.

Adapted by Wasyl Sydorenko (2017).

William Wilfred Campbell
How Spring Came (1889)

No passionate cry came over the desolate places,
No answering call from iron-bound land to land;
But dawns and sunsets fell on mute, dead faces,
And noon and night death crept from strand to strand.

"Till love breathed out across the wasted reaches,

And dipped in rosy dawns from desolate deeps;
And woke with mystic songs the sullen beaches,

And flamed to life the pale, mute, death-like sleeps.

Then the warm south, with amorous breath inblowing,
Breathed soft o’er breast of wrinkled lake and mere;

And faces white from scorn of the north’s snowing,
Now rosier grew to greet the kindling year.
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